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U.S. EDUCATION PROFESSOR TO CONSULT,
HELP DEVISE POLICY FOR SCHOOLS IN BOSNIA

DAYTON, Ohio- Picture a school system segregated by ethnic group. Children of each
group cluster in their own classrooms, or even in their own schools, where they follow their own
course of instruction and learn subjects deemed appropriate for their heritage.
The concept of "separate but equal" for American school children was shot down by the
U.S. Supreme Court decades ago in its 1954 decision in Brown v. Board of Education, Topeka.
But the U.S. Supreme Court doesn't rule in Bosnia, where segregation for Croatian and
Muslim public school students started in some schools this fall before public criticism forced the
segregation decree to be rescinded in November by the same Ministry of Education that
introduced the practice.
Proponents of segregation argue that the children have a right to study their own culture
in their own language. Opponents say that dividing students along ethnic lines dooms any
chance of lasting peace.
Charlie Russo, professor and chair of educational administration at the University of
Dayton, will travel to Bosnia in mid-December to take part with other experts in a roundtable
effort to devise a policy or law to prevent ethnic segregation from becoming an accepted
practice in Bosnian schools. "We're going to do everything we can to make sure this doesn't
happen again," he said.
"Part of what this was designed to do is separate out the Serbian kids" who are
regarded as children of the aggressors of the war in Bosnia, said Russo, who holds a law degree
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as well as a doctorate in education. "But you can't perpetuate ethnic segregation in the schools
because you'll never make any progress toward peace. At least there's hope (for establishing
harmony) if you start in the schools," he said.
The roundtable will be held Tuesday; Dec. 16. Participating with Russo and others will
be Fahrudin Rizvanbegovic and Stevan Stevie, the ministers of education, culture and sport for
Bosnia and Herzegovina and the Bosnian Serb entity, respectively. Panelists will discuss
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legislation, curriculum and current problems in the educational system of Bosnia and
Herzegovina.
As part of his trip, Russo will lecture on challenges in decentralized school systems at
the University of Philosophy- Pedagogical College in Sarajevo. "(The) actual problem is how to
establish a good educational system on the (federal) level respecting the rights of each nation
equally and keeping value (on) each single culture and language. Our ethics, culture, language
differences are not serious, and most are traced from religious affiliation," said Adila PasalicKreso in the invitation to Russo. "However, we would like to save all of differences and
promote them."
"Bosnia needs to build a whole post-Tito body of law, including laws for education,"
said Bruce Hitchner, director of UD' s Center for International Programs and one of the chief
organizers of the Dayton Peace Accords Project, an ongoing examination and assess.m ent of the
peace agreemeent as well as a program to encourage continuing links between Bosnia and
Dayton. "Charlie Russo, with his expertise in educational law, can give them some very real
sense of how we've done that in the U.S.- not to tell them to do it this way but to show them
that it can be done."
The separate curricula had not yet been put in place when Russo visited Sarajevo in
April with a Friendship Force contingent. He was struck by the destruction of the city that
reminded the New York native of "certain parts of the South Bronx that look like a war zone,
except that midtown Manhattan wasn't just a cab ride away."
By visiting tke country again and participating in the education roundtable, Russo hopes
to be part of the process started by the Dayton Peace Accords. "My frustration is that I want
to go, get the changes made and make it better- now," he said. "But I realize that it's a
process that will take some time.
"We want to try and get it right, for the kids," he said.
-30For media interviews, call Charlie Russo at (937) 229-3737 and Bruce Hitchner at (937) 2293652. Russo will be traveling Dec. 14-19 and will again be available Dec. 20.

